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Learning three languages at once

By Yun Mi Park
bedford@wickedbc_al.com

“See you soon, moon,”
“Thanks, sticky bear”
“Youre welcome, mud-

* dy piglet. Exactly, merciful

phum?’
Those were just a few of
the phrases that Lee Rieth-

" miller had his students at the

Carleton-Willard Village re-
cite in Spanish, Italian and
German during the Jast class
of his eight-week TriLingual

Three program on Friday,

Sept. 6.

Lee is the founder and di-
rector of the Intercontinen-
tal Foreign Language Pro-
gram in Harvard Square and
has developed curriculum

to teach more than one Jan-

guage, often three or more,
at one time in an interactive
sefting.

“When you do things in-
teractively, its a different
brain configuration  that
kicks off and you are able to
learn vocabulary faster]” said
Lee. “T believe its a more
long-lasting language study
because people realize its
doable. And it fits into peo-
ple’s schedules better”

During his undergrad-

uate studies at The Ohio
State University, Lee start-
ed his foreign language stud-
ies with Spanish and French
and had a total of nine lan-
guages studied by the time
he graduated. He went on
to study theclogy at Harvard
University, where he add-
ed another four languages
and then became a Fulbright
Scholar to Spain, where he
added yet four more.

“My method of teach-
ing more than one language
in a single language course
has been done many, many
timnes, but it’s never been do-
ne in a retirement commu-
nity setting,” said Lee.

The idea to teach more

. than one language at a time

came roughly 20 years ago
during the holidays when
Lee was teaching an Italian
and German class back to
back.

“My Italian class wanted
to have a party before Christ-
mas Eve, and my German
class wanted in as well,” said
Lee. “Sowe had a celebration

of two languages, and peo-
ple were exchanging vocab-
wary and it was a great hit.
So I thought ‘what if there
was soine kind of technclogy
available to teach more than
one language in a single lan-
guage course?’

From then on, Lee be-
gan wiiting the material to
teach multiple languages at
once and is now trying to in-
corporate his teachings to
the Carleton-Willard Village
community.’

“What I {ind so interesting
with an older group is that
theyre able to make associ-
ations from life experienc-
es, and theyre able to absorb

“things in a more relaxed na-

ture,’ said Lee. “Theyre more
{lexible, they have nothing to
prove, and theyre here to en-
joy themselves. Its a great
place for experimentation.”

Bill Stern, a Carleton-Wil-
lard resident and Trilin-
gual class attendee, says he
remembers his Spanish vo-
cabulary better with connec-
tions to places.

“When we do a lot of these
words, I think of places in
California and others, so it
helps me remember it bet-
ter;’ said Bill. “You feel your-
self stretching; I'm not sure
enough, but still.”

For Cecilia Parks, her for-
mer Latin training in school
helped provide a foundation
for learning now.

“I think I would have got-
ten much less out of what
we've done if it weren't for
the fact that I had Latin in
high school and had to have
two modern spoken lan-
guages to graduate from col-
lege,” said Cecilia. “T'm real-
ly enjoying being able to pull

back what I remember and .

have it make sense for learn-
ing these languages now,

so I think the more ancient

method of Jearning has im-
portant intrinsic value”

For now, Lee uses a vocab-
ulary that strikes entertain-
ment value and learning by
Juxtaposition.

‘T pick words poetical-
Iy becanse they are so alive
and because I want your at-
tention,” said - Lee. “These
words are strilking in every
language, and they might be
much more effective at a re-
tirement community be-
cause I didn't really expect
anybody to really study the

material, but they have really

surprised me”

For more information on
the Intercontinental For-
eign Language Program, visit
www.tonguesinteractive.com.
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